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· I was thinking about the sermon this week when I heard the most interesting story at Kiwanis on Thursday. 
· Many of you know Dan Reilly. 
· Dan is a retired captain of a submarine in the US Navy.
· He lives at Highland Farms, and he is very active in the Kiwanis Club, serving as President when I first arrived in Swannanoa. 
· Some of you may know that his wife is very ill, and that Dan takes great care of her, doing things like feeding her at mealtime. 
· For three years, Mrs. Reilly has not uttered a word.
· Her head has always been pointed downward, and again she cannot speak. 
· But the most amazing thing happened this past week which Dan was happy to report to the entire Kiwanis Club. 
· After three years of total silence, Mrs. Reilly suddenly began to speak. 
· When the doctor examined her, he diagnosed it as “sudden speech recovery”
· It is rare for this to happen, but it does happen sometimes. 
· Dan is not sure how long it will last, but he is hopeful that it won’t go away. 
· He said that not everything she says makes sense, but some things certainly do. 
· She has spoken to her children and of course to Dan. 
· I was struck by something Dan said that reminded me of today’s lesson.
· He said: “For the first time in three years, I heard her call my name.” 
· That must have been a great feeling. 
· After caring for your spouse for three years in complete silence, to hear the one you have shared your life with speak your name. 
· I was particularly interested in the idea of a “name”, of something personal, and even unique, as a name refers to one single person. In this case, Dan Reilly, husband of Mrs. Reilly. 
· There is something very personal about a name, and we all know how important it is to remember people’s names. 
· One reason for that is that a name does not put you into a particular class, or group, or even set you apart as if you were given a number. 
· A name is what designates you as a self, a person, a unique individual. 
· Point 1: Jesus calls people by name.
· The reason that story struck me was because Jesus calls people by name in today’s lesson. 
· He even changes one person’s name in the section just before our lesson. 
· As the story is presented in John, two disciples of John the Baptist go over to see Jesus. 
· One is named Andrew. He is the brother of Peter. 
· But as the story tells, Peter’s original name was not Peter, but Simon. 
· What happens is that Andrew and the other disciple go to see Jesus, and they find that he is indeed the Messiah, the Christ, the one who John prepared the way for, and who is the hope of all Israel. 
· There is a term that is popular in the church now, which sums up this section of scripture. 
· It is “contagious Christian”. 
· Because in quick order, Andrew is converted, and the first thing he does is go tell his brother, Simon, who then comes and sees, and is too converted, and in that process Jesus changes his name to Cephas, which is translated as Petros, which means “Rock”. 
· Then we come to today’s section. 
· Jesus is seeking out Philip, who is again quickly converted to belief in the Messiah. 
· He, in turn, finds Nathanial. 
· And this is where the first real objection emerges. 
· Nathanial is from an urbane area known as Bethsaida. 
· When he hears that Jesus comes from the lowly place of Nazareth, he says: “Can anything good come from there?” 
· In other words, “a savior from Nazareth, you have got to be kidding!” 
· Jesus does not rebuke him for his skepticism. 
· Quite the opposite, he says: “Here is a genuine Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 
· This fellow, in other words, is the real deal, 100% Israelite. 
· Nathanial is taken aback at this response, and asks, in his skeptical way, how Jesus could ever make such a judgment. 
· Jesus tells him that he saw him under a fig tree, even before Nathanial knew about Jesus. 
· This rings a bell with Nathanial, and he too is converted and says: “Rabbi, you are the messiah…..the king of Israel.”
· Jesus has another interesting response: If you think what I did was impressive, just stick around, you will see even greater things. 
· I go over this passage in summary because it shows a couple of things.
· In its earliest beginnings, Christianity was a very personal thing. 
· Jesus called people by name, and there was a divine quality to the call which convinced people that Jesus was indeed the savior that people were waiting for. 
· The first disciples experienced Jesus as saving them and blessing them in a profound and unique way.
· My second reason is that their response to Jesus’ call is to go out and tell someone else. 
· Andrew tells Simon who becomes Peter, and Philip tells Nathanial, who goes from doubt to belief in the most dramatic fashion. 
· One of the advantages of a small church is that we know each other’s names. 
· It sounds like a simple fact, but there are a lot of churches where you don’t know whether the person sitting next to you is a member or a guest. 
· This week at Helen Adwin’s memorial service many of us gathered to remember her. 
· Because we are a small church, many of us were able to know Helen, and to count her as a friend. 
· We knew Helen, and it was a kind of bittersweet experience for me to ask other members of the church about memories of her for my remarks. 
· We were able to celebrate her life, and her memory will live on through this church for a long time. 
· So we can look at this fellowship as a kind of representation of the community that existed with the first disciples. 
· They shared the good news (that God had sent someone to save them and bless them) in a very person to person way. 
· We could say that it was incarnational evangelism. It amounted to persons seeking out those close to them and saying: “Come and see, something great has taken place.” 
· Point 2: The Call
· The term “call” is one of those terms that we hear quite frequently in the church, but often needs some clarification. 
· One of the questions a minister applying for a position is often asked is: “Tell us about your call to the ministry?”
· It is a good question, but it sometimes obscures the fact that others are called besides ministers. 
· The Protestant faith has always believed, going back to its beginnings, that all people are called to a holy vocation in life. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It is true that ministers are called to service mainly in churches, but that is a special call within a larger framework of being called. 
· Whoever you are, you are first called as a human being, and as an individual, and secondarily to some kind of work. 
· Martin Luther had some rather vivid remarks on this matter. He said that the candlemaker, the shopkeeper, cobbler, even the town executioner are called to their work. 
· The point is to do your called work faithfully and competently. 
· One of my teachers, Schubert Ogden, has recently written a book (The Understanding of Christian Faith) where he discusses the idea of a calling. 
· For him there are three parts of a call. 
· There is what he calls the “private call”. 
· This is that dialogue that we have deep in our heart, with full use of our mind. 
· We think within ourselves about what God is really doing in our lives, and how we plan to respond. 
· This is like an inner dialogue with oneself and with the Holy Spirit.
· We take ourselves very seriously, and try to see what God has ordained for our life, for the precious time God has given each one of us. 
· Second, there is the providential call. 
· We might hear the word “providence” in that term, and there is a reason for it. 
· This is an assessment of what skills and gifts God has given us. 
· It can start with something as simple as what we like to do, what situations do we like to find ourselves in, what are the atmospheres we find fun and interesting?
· Then it can develop into an understanding of what we are actually proficient at?
· What talents has God given us, what resources has God given us? 
· Third, there is the practical call. 
· That is not Schubert Ogden’s term, but it is mine. 
· He talks about an ecclesiastical call because he is writing to largely ordained ministers. 
· But the idea is the same: what practical opportunities exist for me to use my gifts and talents. 
· As I look around the community, where do I find a place for my work, my hobby, my skills, and my talents. 
· Some of you know that I at first wanted to be a teacher of religion. 
· For this I obtained a Ph.D., and had a considerably pleasant time doing so. 
· Yet, when I left graduate school, I was confronted by something that I had not fully considered: there were very few jobs in the field of religion as a college teacher. 
· So we might say that while I had a private call, I did not have a practical call. 
· Having been in the ministry almost 15 years now, I have come to discover that I do not have a providential call to college teaching either. 
· The specialization and research that  included in most teaching jobs was something that was not quite right for me. 
· I hope and do believe that I have a private, providential, and practical call to ministry in the church, and specifically to this church, which I have been honored to serve. 
· I wonder if it would help you to consider your calling (the apostle Paul even talks of “examining your calling”) in terms of the private, providential, and practical aspects of it. 
· It has certainly helped me. 
· Point 3: The application of the call
· We have looked at Jesus calling the first disciples by name, and looked into what a calling is, but there is still one more thing I want to mention. 
· How do we apply our calling as a church in this community? 
· If there is one thing that stands out about Jesus’ first call to the disciples, it is just how quickly it all took place. 
· There are only 100 or so words and Jesus has already called a group of four men to forget their old lives and to follow him. 
· Jesus was working at an incredibly fast speed, and we might wonder how that corresponds to our own work of calling people into a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
· When we consider our own efforts, they may seem rather slow moving by comparison. 
· I don’t think this is reason to despair, but we don’t want to be too comfortable in our progress either. 
· The important thing is to be faithful and keep trying to reach new people with the message of Jesus Christ. 
· We need to remember one thing about Jesus: 
· There was something that he did other than preach to and counsel the first disciples. 
· Certainly, there was the message he proclaimed, and then what developed was that there were apostles, like Peter and Paul, who preached not the same thing as Jesus, but preached about Jesus. 
· The life, ministry, death, and rising of Jesus became the message as much as Jesus’ own words. 
· But before any of that took place, and before even Jesus preached, there was something that he did that preceded all this. 
· Quite simply, Jesus lived the message. 
· Jesus was the message. 
· Jesus was the one who was completely in communion with God, sinless, perfect, the one who saved so many people from error, doubt, loneliness, injustice, and led them to a life of peace, order, love, and civility. 
· Jesus was himself the message. 
· His words simply gave further confirmation of what he was doing. 
· As we consider our own discipleship, and this is, by the way, a good thing to do at the beginning of the year, just one week after we remember our baptismal vows,  that the first thing to do is to live the message, and second to confirm it through words. 
· The famous German poet, Rainer Rilke, gave the advice in his Letters to a Young Poets,  to “live the questions” and you might someday live right into the answers. 
· Jesus was someone who lived the message of God’s peace and grace in such a way that when he called Andrew, Peter, Philipp, and Nathaniel that it was a simple decision to drop everything and follow him. 
· So live the message of Christ, and know that amidst all of the buzzing and booming confusion of everyday life, God is calling you by name to a life of discipleship, not always easy, but certainly the most meaningful one possible. Amen. 
