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· We are meant to talk about the “good news” when we talk about Jesus.
· What good news can we speak about discipleship?
· Jesus invites people who believe in him to be disciples
· Jesus’ disciples have a happy and meaningful life. 
· But what is a disciple?
· In Jesus’ day, a person who wanted to be a disciple would listen to everything his teacher told him. 
· He would lean on each word, and try and drink in everything the teacher said. 
· So if you want to be a disciple of Jesus, you need to drink in all his words, and try and be like him. 
· Who were the disciples? 
· Disciples can sometimes mean the people who followed Jesus. 
· But in addition to that, it can also mean the 12 men that Jesus selected to follow him completely. 
· Their names are: Simon (aka Peter), Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James, Thaddeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas. 
· This morning let’s meet the disciples: 
· Peter: I was a tough fisherman when Jesus called me to follow him. It was hard for me to be a disciple. Half the time I said the wrong thing or did the wrong thing. 
· I was a slow learner in the ways of Jesus, but I finally got hold of the message. 
· I was the first one to preach about Jesus. (I do that in the book of Acts). I say that if you trust Jesus, you will have life now and always. 
· Andrew: I am Peter’s brother. Like Peter, I was a fisherman. I heard John the Baptist say that Jesus is the lamb of God, our Savior. So I quickly ran after Jesus and asked if I could stay with him. 
· After the first day, I knew that Jesus was the Christ, and I hurried to tell my brother Peter. You can read about me in the gospels. 
· Philip: In a few minutes you will hear about me in the bible. There is not that much written about me, except that I was a follower of Jesus. 
· There is one more thing that is very important: I am mostly remembered for telling others about Jesus. One person I told was Nathanial. As soon as I found about Jesus, I went to Nathanial to tell him. 
· Nathanial: I’m the one who Philip told about Jesus. When I first heard that Jesus was from Nazareth, a little unimportant small town, I said: “You have got to be kidding that the Messiah could come from there.” 
· But I was wrong. Jesus told me that he had seen me even before I met him. I was standing under a tree. 
· When Jesus said this, I knew he was special and unique. I believed in him. I knew I could put my full trust in him. 
· The funny thing is that Jesus said I would see even greater things, and boy was he right about that. 
· Question: can we become Jesus’ disciples? 
· Being a disciple begins with believing in Jesus. To be a disciple of Jesus a person also has to trust that Jesus is the Savior. 
· We must realize that Jesus is Lord and that we obey him. 
· Question: How do disciples serve Jesus? 
· Jesus went out to visit many places. He found that there were many people who were worried and helpless. 
· He helped these people, and sometimes he asked the disciples to look after them, or to do something to help him. 
· In today’s world, we still have people who are worried and helpless. 
· We can reach out to these people, and offer them Christian love so that they do not feel sad. We can help them enjoy the world God has given us, and we can even help them become disciples. 
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