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· The story of Jonah and the Whale is a very well known story.
· Behind the story of Noah, it is probably the best known story in the bible. 
· But that doesn’t answer an interesting question: what are we supposed to learn from this story. 
· Jonah was a prophet, which means that he was someone who spoke on behalf of God. 
· That’s what a prophet does. 
· But the interesting thing about Jonah is that he really didn’t want to be a prophet. 
· There is a word “reluctant” that describes Jonah. 
· Do you know what that means? 
· If you are reluctant, it means that you resist doing something. 
· You don’t want to do it, even though you know it is the right thing to do. 
· Jonah was extremely reluctant. 
· So maybe the first thing we learn from this story is that God understands if we are reluctant to do something. 
· We might be scared, or we may need more courage to do something, but God is understanding and takes that into account. 
· God asked Jonah to go to a place called Ninevah, which was the capitol of a great empire in the bible, called Assyria. 
· Jonah, as I said, did not want to do this. 
· He knew the city was evil place, and he just wanted God to destroy it. 
· So what he did was board a ship, and head in the opposite direction. 
· He was suppose to head west, but what he did was head east. 
· He was on a boat, and a great storm took place. 
· All the sailors prayed to their gods (they were of various religions)
· The captain noticed that while everyone was scared out of their wits, Jonah was sleeping in the hull of the ship. 
· He said: “Get up and pray to your god!” We need all the help we can get. 
· The captain didn’t know that Jonah believed in the one true God, but that wasn’t that important at the time. 
· Because the sailors decided to cast lots and to see if someone should be thrown overboard. 
· It turned out that Jonah told them that he was the cause of the great storm, so he got thrown over board. 
· But God sent a great fish, a whale, to save him. 
· So what is the second thing we learn? 
· Maybe it is that God is working with us even when we aren’t working with God. 
· Another thing we learn is about the importance of prayer. 
· Because once Jonah was in the belly of the whale, he offered a lot of prayers. 
· You can imagine that it was dark in the whale’s belly, and Jonah was in there with all of the other things that came in the whale’s belly, including lots of water, and sea life. 
· So he as scared and promised that he would do what God asked him to. 
· So God had the fish throw him out on the shore, and finally Jonah went to Ninevah. 
· He went into the city and told the people to change or else. 
· If they didn’t change, the city would be destroyed. 
· The amazing thing is that all the people listened to Jonah. 
· Everyone started to change. 
· They put on special clothes to show how sorry they were, and even put these clothes on the animals. 
· So what is the next thing we learn: we shouldn’t shy away from what God asks us because we might succeed in ways that we could have never expected. 
· One more thing that we learn: we need to be flexible because God may call us in a new direction that we didn’t think was possible for us, but that was actually very good for us. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Jonah is a great story, and we learn a lot from it. Amen.
