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· There is a word in today’s reading that is a good starting point. 
· It appears twice near the end of the scripture.
· There it says: :“Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues, and casting out demons.”
· The word is “proclaim” which is a translation of the greek word “kerysso”. 
· The word can also mean to announce. 
· The message that Jesus is announcing is the gospel that God has drawn near in Jesus’ incarnation. 
· Point 1: What is a gospel
· A gospel comes from the Anglo-Saxon language and it comes from “godspell” which means good story. 
· Jesus has come to proclaim a good story, good news, and glad tidings. 
· The message is that God is not far off, but nearby. 
· In fact, God is present in Jesus Christ. 
· The word “gospel” has a slightly different meaning in the church when we say “The Gospel according to Mark, or Mathew, Luke, or John.” 
· It means the good news as it is written down by these people. 
· They have arranged the events of Jesus’ life in such a way so that the listeners or readers might also experience this good news. 
· The primary point of the gospel is not to provide a historical depiction of Jesus. 
· It actually has another point. 
· The point is that in hearing the gospel being proclaimed we might experience Jesus as Mark did, and as the first apostles did. 
· In reading and hearing the gospel, we hope that we will experience the living Christ, much like Peter, Andrew, James and John did on that day when Jesus’ healed Peter’s mother-in-law. 
· We believe that Jesus can be present to us, through the power of the Holy Spirit, just as he was present to them in that house so long ago. 
· So a gospel does more than simply convey the facts, it contains a message, a message that can be heard when it is proclaimed and heard in the right way. 
· Last week, Rev. James Aydelotte gave a presentation to the session and a few others on the New Form of Government. 
· He went over the true notes of the church that are stated in the Book of Order. 
· The notes of a church are where “the Word of God is truly preached and heard, the Sacraments are rightly administered, and ecclesiastical discipline is uprightly ministered.” 
· Wherever the Word is truly preached: that does not just mean on Sunday mornings, or even through words. Some people do their best preaching through their acts of service for their families and communities. 
· But it is when these things obtain that the church is truly present. 
· At the Presbytery Meeting a week ago Saturday, the preacher Sam Warner made the point time and time again that the church is not the building, it is the people. 
· As we serve under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, as we submit to him in obedience, as we have faith in him, and look to him for direction, that is where the church is. 
· In any case, one of the central points is that the Word of God is proclaimed or confessed. 
· When Counselor Ellen Begley came here to speak on children and parents, she talked about how children have to find a way to get out their anti-social feelings like anger. 
· She talked about ways that students could “get it out”. 
· One student took a ball of clay and for everything he was angry about he put a Popsicle stick in the clay. 
· We were all surprised when we found out that he had put just under 100 sticks into the clay. 
· He had to get it out of his system. 
· This may sound like a funny analogy, but there is something similar when we confess our faith. 
· The very word “confess” seems to mean that there is something that we have to get out of our system. 
· There is something that must be stated. 
· In terms of the Great Ends of the Church, we must speak the truth. We must work on the “preservation of the truth” (BOO) 
· And I hope we do that here on Sunday mornings through song, scripture, prayer, and preaching, and fellowship. 
· Point 2: The Kingdom and the World
· Jesus proclaimed the message that God was near. 
· He talked about the Kingdom of God being very close. 
· He did not say that the Kingdom was entirely here. 
· Or that the old world had completely vanished. 
· But the good news that he proclaimed was that something wonderful had occurred, and through his ministry people could be at peace with God. 
· They might still have to struggle with the workaday world, but something had taken place, and continues to take place that grants a final assurance, a deep sense of security, and a full reconciliation with God. 
· There is a certain tension between the world, what the bible calls the “old age”, and the kingdom of God, what is sometimes called the “new age”. 
· We live in a certain creative tension between these two worlds. 
· We might find ourselves falling back into the old ways of doing things. 
· This is OK to a point because this old world is not completely gone. 
· It is here and it lingers. Some of our values, the character we have developed, are meant to cope with this old world. 
· But there is a point when we need to see that through Christ, God is promising and enticing, “luring”, us into a new relationship with God. 
· There seems to be a spectrum of responses between these two worlds. 
· On the one hand, there is someone like Martin Luther who believed in two very different worlds, the realm of the sword, and the realm of God. 
· These two worlds really don’t overlap. 
· People shouldn’t expect for the world to get much better because it is simply as it is. 
· One had to trust in the inner and invisible world of God through belief in Christ, and doing one’s Christian duty to neighbor. 
· Quickly, however, opposition grew to Luther’s point of view, and another group, known as the Anabaptists, thought that the whole world could be made over in God’s image. 
· Instead of these two worlds being far apart and never meeting, they could instead be merged into one another. 
· Spiritual values and worldly values could overlap with one another. 
· This led to some very strict ethics which we see today in the separatist communities of the Amish and Mennonites. 
· Many of us marvel at the ethics of these groups (how many of us could raise a barn the way the Amish do?) but we still have a foot in Luther’s camp where the ethics of the world and the ethics of the Kingdom of God are two separate things. 
· They may overlap at times, but they are not identical. 
· But my point is that Mark remembers Jesus as speaking of this old world but of inaugurating a new world. 
· In some important way, we are called beyond ourselves, beyond our own wishes and interests, into a world that God is helping us create. 
· In the Book of Order, it also says that the church is the “provisional” expression of the Kingdom of God. 
· Hopefully, the things we do in this church, and that are done in many churches, reflect the Kingdom of God. 

· Point 3: There is one more thing I want to say about this proclamation. 
· If we look at a biography of someone like George Washington we find something interesting. 
· With each passing generation, we get a slightly different picture of what the first President was like. 
· Perhaps this is because some new facts have been uncovered about him. 
· Perhaps some new letters he wrote Martha are uncovered, or perhaps the records regarding the management of Mt. Vernon are uncovered. 
· So this adds something new. 
· But, as you may know, each generation puts a particular reading onto the facts. 
· This is because the historian is looking for certain answers to her own age in the life of George Washington. 
· Presently the news is filled with stories of how many governments are deeply in debt. 
· We might look back to George Washington and his thoughts on the economy to help give us insight into our present problems. 
· The gospels are similar in a way. This is part of what accounts for the differences between them. 
· They all seek to proclaim Christ, announce his message in a way that we might experience it here today even. 
· In this sense, there is but one gospel, and that is  redemption through Jesus Christ. 
· But they all have slightly different situations. 
· Matthew for example was writing to Jewish Christians, so there is quite an emphasis on the law of Moses. 
·  Luke was given to include parables that the other gospels don’t record
· Mark is the shortest gospel, and has two endings. 
· In the first ending, there is no appearance of Jesus only the empty tomb, but in the longer ending Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene. 
· These differences reflect that there is more than one way of telling Jesus’ story, and more than one way of proclaiming that the kingdom of God has drawn near. 
· Jesus is a multi-sided reality, and there really is no end of explaining the good news contained in him. 
· I wonder what side of Jesus really grabs you, and how that shapes your own witness to the Lord? 
· In today’s lesson, there is an interesting point about Jesus. 
· He has just left the synagogue where he healed a man, and taught with authority. 
· He immediately goes in a house to find Peter’s mother-in-law sick. 
· He heals her, and she immediately gets up to serve him and the four disciples. 
· It has often been remarked that this is a funny thing to do: to provide service just after being healed. 
· But I have read this past week that in biblical time, hospitality was one of the main practices of women. 
· The illness had deprived Peter’s mother-in-law of being able to show hospitality. 
· What happens next is a further illustration of this: the whole town gathers at her doorstep in order that they might bring the sick and dying to Jesus to be healed. 
· So she is offering hospitality in an even bigger way. 
· The next morning Jesus goes off into the wilderness to pray. 
· It says that Peter and the others “hunted” him down. 
· This leads into a certain tension between Jesus and the disciples. 
· He needs to pray. What he prays about we don’t know. 
· Even why he needs to pray we don’t know. 
· But we do know that he needed to pray. 
· Yet Peter, who often seems to be the not-completely welcome voice of common sense, says, in effect, “everyone is searching for you.”
· In other words, the healings yesterday were great, and the crowd expects more today. 
· There seems to be an inference, “Let’s go back to town where we can do the same thing again.” 
· But Jesus says two things quite in opposition to that: 
· First, that he needs to go out to proclaim the message to the neighboring towns. He needs to go to the wider Galilee to announce the message that God’s kingdom has come near. 
· Second, he is not intent on healing people right now, but on preaching the message of God’s redemption and reconciliation. 
· We get a very interesting picture of Jesus: on the one hand, we see his human side: he needs to be alone in prayer.  We can only speculate why, but he must be alone in the wilderness. 
· Yet, we also get a picture of Jesus’ sovereignty over the situation. 
· Jesus is in charge: When others ask him to heal, he says it is necessary to preach, and when others say go back to Capernaum, he says he has to go onto to the neighboring towns. 
· The sovereignty of God, the freedom of God, is an important theme in Presbyterian theology and we see it here at work. 
· I wonder how you see God’s sovereignty in your life? How you see God initiating the action in your life, and how God is leading you into the new age that he began with the incarnation of Jesus? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]God is at work, and through Jesus, you are an ambassador of God’s new age, meant to carry his message in word and deed. Amen. 
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