Prayers for February 19, 2012
By Rev. Alex McLean
Source: Hughes Oliphant Olds, Leading in Prayer
Opening Prayer: Our Help is the name of the Lord, maker of heaven and earth. Our Father, rich in mercy and splendid in grace, wisdom and justice go before you; peace and righteousness are at your right hand. Lord of heaven above, you are God, and God alone. Give ear to our prayer, in the name of Jesus, for we worship you in him. He is our great high priest. He is our intercessor and mediator. Give ear to our prayer that we might serve you as a royal priesthood, as your own people, for you are God, and you alone. To you be all honor, all praise and glory: Father, Son, Holy Spirit, now and always. Jesus has taught us how to pray in these words…..Our Father…..
Prayers of the People: O Gracious Lord God, you have loved us, and have chosen us to be a royal priesthood, to offer to you spiritual sacrifices. We would serve you in a ministry of prayer and intercession. O Gracious Lord God, you have called us out of darkness into your marvelous light. We bless you because you are the rock of our salvation. You are solid and sure and steadfast. We pray for the Church, founded on the rock of Christ. Grant that this congregation may be firmly established in Christ, built up in Christ, performing the works of Christ, filled with the love of Christ. Gracious Lord God, you have called us to be a royal priesthood and a holy nation. We pray for the leaders of the church, for the ministers and pastors of the various churches of the Swannanoa Valley. We pray for better dialogue among the churches, and more coordinated mission. O Gracious Lord God, you have chosen us to be a holy nation, God’s own people, a nation called out from all nations, a people called out from all peoples. We pray for the peoples and nations. We pray for Afghanistan and Iraq as they continue to rebuild their nations. We pray for the people of Syria as they go through their time of trial, and for the Arab countries undergoing great change. O Gracious Lord God, you have chosen us to be a holy nation. We bless you for the United States of America, for the expanse of the land, for the bounty of natural resources, for the traditions of honesty, justice, and hard work. We pray for our nation, that as a people we might rediscover the beauty of holiness. We pray for our institutions, our legislatures and courts, our businesses and industries, our universities and schools, our theaters and places of entertainment, that we may discover in the bright light of purity, in the radiance of holiness, the true light of freedom. O Gracious Lord God, you have called us to holiness. We bless you for the promise that we will be perfect, even as you, Father, are perfect. We pray that we might fulfill our vocation, that we might accomplish the work you have given us to do. We pray for those who have no work, for those who work but have little return, for those who have menial work, dangerous work, or burdensome work. Complete your work in us. We pray now for the joys, concerns, and thanksgiving of our congregation……..
To you be all glory, Gracious Lord God, for we rejoice in the service you have called us to perform. We pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
Prayer for Illumination: Blessed you are, Great God! Blessed you are, eternal God in times past and yet today! You have spoken in the past and your people have been guided through all kinds of wildernesses and supported in all kinds of exiles and tribulations. Speak to us today in the midst of our own peculiar confusions. Speak to us through your law and give us a sense of order and direction. Speak to us through your gospel. Transform us by your grace. Renew us in hope. For yours is the future, even more than the past. Amen. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer of Thanksgiving: Blessed you are, O Father, to you be all praise and glory. Blessed be your name, O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. All the years of our lives, you have guided us. Our needs you have supplied. Our thirsts you have quenched. Our wounds you have healed. Our prayers you have heard. Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. We are your people. We would serve you evermore. We would claim your name. We would worship and adore you. We ask you to bless this sign of our spiritual sacrifice to you, and use it to your purpose in the Swannanoa Valley and beyond. Blessed you are, O Father, whom we would serve in your Son, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be glory evermore. Amen.
