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· I have brought some pictures with me today. 
· What can you say about them? How are they alike? 
· Take a close look. 
· Right! They are all pictures of masks.
· Here in this one is a street parade with everyone wearing a mask. 
· These two are very old masks. One is gold, and one is a simple picture of a face.
· Then I have this photo from our Halloween Trunk R Treat. 
· There is one person in the photo with a mask. 
· Masks are neat things. 
· They show you something about a person. 
· Like take a look at this photo from Halloween. 
· There is one person who has an alien mask. 
· That is Steve Hansel. 
· Now if a mask tells something about a person. This surely shows that Steve is from outer space!
· He doesn’t like people to know except on Halloween. 
· But Jesus is a mask for God. That is my point. 
· We must remember that God is invisible, so we need to know what God is like in human form. 
· That’s why we have Jesus. 
· Jesus is a portrait of God in human form. 
· Today in our lesson from scripture, Jesus shows just what God is like. 
· He takes three disciples up onto a mountain. 
· We know what that is like from all of the mountains in this area. 
· From the top of a mountain you get a clear a view of things. 
· You can see much further from a mountain top then from a valley.
· Well, Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up on a mountain. 
· Then something very special happens. 
· Two other important people from the bible, from the Old Testament, appear.
· They are Moses and Elijah. 
· Moses is this person who brought the people out of slavery in Egypt, and led them toward the Promised Land.
· He had a tough job because he was leading them at a time when they were in the wilderness.
· It’s not easy to be in the wilderness because it is a little like a difficult camping trip, where you don’t have all of the conveniences of home. 
· Elijah was an important person too. He was always speaking the truth as God gave it to him, and he never backed down from the truth, even when he was scared. 
· But on this day, called transfiguration, Jesus was talking to these two men, and also his clothes became incredibly white, whiter than even the finest fabrics, cleaned as best as possible. 
· The three disciples were totally scared about what happened. 
· But they were seeing God in a visible form. 
· This was a kind of mask for God. 
· They learned that God was very, very, holy, clean, and pure. 
· It was an awesome experience for them, and they never forgot it. 
· That’s why they wrote it down in the bible for us to read about. 
· So God is invisible, but we know what God is like by seeing Jesus. 
· I hope this is a week when you see a little of Jesus, and God shining through Jesus, in church, in school, and in your family and friends. 
· Prayer for children
